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I also know how much new equip-

ment and technology means to the first 
responders of the Eleventh Congres-
sional District of Georgia, and we in 
Congress are working hard to continue 
to provide it. 

Mr. Speaker, I recently had the privi-
lege of visiting with the volunteer fire 
department in Woodland, Georgia, in 
Talbot County, to inspect their new 
fire truck; and I left very impressed 
with their operation. I was also struck 
by how much of a difference a piece of 
equipment like a new fire truck can 
have on a great community like Wood-
land. 

So whether it is a fire truck, 
HAZMAT equipment for biological 
threats, or a communications network 
upgrade in northwest Georgia, I remain 
committed to doing everything I can to 
ensure that Georgia’s first responders 
receive the necessary funding to ensure 
the safety and security of our commu-
nities in Georgia. 

We must never take for granted the 
bravery and commitment of our true 
first responders. We in Congress must 
provide them with the tools necessary 
to conduct their vital service. 

Mr. Speaker, the eleventh district’s 
first responders are on the front line 
every day, and they deserve our sup-
port and appreciation. I want to take 
this opportunity tonight to thank each 
of them as we approach the third anni-
versary of 9/11 for their work to protect 
and serve the citizens of Georgia and 
the Southeast. 

f 

ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN MUST 
NOT EXPIRE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, over 200 days ago I started 
speaking about September 13. That is 
the day when the assault weapons ban 
that we have in place now is going to 
expire. 

Over the last couple of years, and 
then even this week when we saw the 
tragedy that happened in Russia, we 
saw what terrorists could do when they 
put their minds to having destruction. 
They do not care about human life. We 
are told that we have terrorists here in 
this country waiting to do their de-
struction on us as American citizens. 
We are told that when they can, they 
will do as much destruction as possible. 

Come September 13, at midnight, 
your local terrorists, the gangs that 
are in our streets, the drug dealers, 
will be able to buy assault weapons at 
your local gun store. 

I do not understand this. We hear the 
rhetoric all the time that the assault 
weapons bill has not worked. Well, you 
talk to the police officers that are 
coming down here tomorrow to try to 
convince the President to expand the 
bill. We have seen a 60 percent drop in 
killings with the guns that have been 
banned. 

b 2015 
Our local police say they are not pre-

pared for this. The bulletproof vests 
that we give our police officers are no 
match to the guns that are going to be 
back out on the streets. The large-ca-
pacity clips, right now we hold it at 15, 
10, and yet in our States when our 
hunters go out shooting for deer or 
hunting, they are only allowed 6 bul-
lets. But we are going to give people 
anywhere like the killer today in Ohio 
that used 50 rounds. Where is the com-
mon sense? 

We have the majority of the Amer-
ican people wanting to keep this ban in 
place. We have 56 percent of gun own-
ers, NRA members that say, keep the 
ban in place. Yet there is total silence 
here in this House. The bill is not going 
to be allowed to be brought up even for 
a vote. But by the way, on Monday 
there will be a suspension vote to allow 
guns back into the D.C. area and not to 
punish anyone that is carrying an unli-
censed gun. 

Is this where we as Americans want 
to be? The rhetoric that we hear con-
stantly, as if this is a slippery road, we 
are out to take away everyone’s right 
to own a gun. Well, that is not the slip-
pery road. We are trying to save lives. 

Ten years ago we put this bill in 
place because too many of our police 
officers were being killed and 
outgunned. Come Tuesday morning of 
next week, September 14, when our 
kids are going back to school, our po-
lice officers are going to be in harm’s 
way once again. The President of the 
United States has said that he would 
sign the bill if it got on his desk. Well, 
you cannot have it two ways, Mr. 
President. You have to make the phone 
call here. You have to tell DENNIS 
HASTERT, we want the bill up here. And 
like your father before you, make 
phone calls to say, get this bill passed, 
as Ronald Reagan did, as President 
Carter did, and as President Clinton 
did. 

We cannot save every life. There is 
no bill in the world that is going to be 
able to do that. But when we have 
something in place that has saved 
lives, why would we just let it go? The 
NRA, are they that strong? Where are 
the voices of the American people? 
Where is this House, and where is this 
President? Whose side are they going 
to be on? The police officers that we 
talk about that are so heroic from 9/11 
and through the convention and 
through all of the terrorist threats 
that we have, where are the voices that 
are going to protect those police offi-
cers? We are just going to let it go? 
Who is going to face the families? Who 
is going to talk to the surviving fami-
lies when the first police officer is 
mowed down? Who is going to do that? 
It always seems that I am the one who 
has to talk to the victims’ families. 

We have several days left. We have 
all of the police and the police chiefs 
coming in tomorrow. Mr. President, I 
am begging you, get on the phone. 
Make this happen. We can pass it in 

the Senate, and we can pass it here in 
the House, but we need your help. Mr. 
President, I am begging of you. You 
talk about our police officers. How 
about protecting them now? 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KING of Iowa). Members are reminded 
to address their remarks to the Chair 
rather than to the President. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take my Special 
Order at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

SMART SECURITY AND ELECTIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, in No-
vember of 2000, America witnessed the 
breakdown of its electoral system. 
Four years later, as far as I can see, 
nothing that was broken has been 
fixed. Many Americans believe the 
same injustices to democracy that we 
witnessed 4 years ago could occur once 
again this November. 

The very security of our democracy 
is at stake. For all of the Bush admin-
istration’s talk about securing our Na-
tion from the threat of terrorism, no 
discussion of security would be com-
plete if it did not address the need to 
secure our national election system. 

After the controversial election in 
2000, one would think President Bush 
would do everything in his power to en-
sure the integrity of America’s election 
system. I know that is what I would 
have done had I become President of 
this United States, particularly after 
having lost the national popular vote 
by more than half a million votes. But 
unfortunately, despite some Demo-
cratic efforts here in Congress, this ad-
ministration has failed to win back the 
trust of our Nation’s voters. 

The Help America Vote Act, which 
was signed into law in the year 2002, 
was designed to assist States in up-
grading their fragile election systems. 
I supported this legislation because it 
took steps in the right direction to 
make our election system secure. 
While some improvements have been 
made because of this act, its most use-
ful reforms, the reforms that would ac-
tually ensure security, will not be in 
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